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TWO Dutch sisters have 
been jailed for six years for 
smuggling 2.5kg of cocaine 
disguised as chocolate bis-
cuits. Larissa and Dana 
Janmaat were on a coach to 
London on April 12. 

Choc coke 
duo jailed 

ALMOST one in six restau-
rants displayed false food 
hygiene ratings, according 
to a new report yesterday.

City of London Corp-
oration is clamping down 
on dishonest venues.

Hygiene 
rating con

A TRAIN ride from Wigan to 
North Korea has been 
launched.

Adventure holiday firm 
Lupine Travel has organised 
the 5,000-mile trip to the 
secretive land of Kim Jong-un 
which will take a month and 
cost £3,195.

It will take in the Ural 
Mountains and the Great 
Wall of China before reach-
ing Kim’s capital Pyongyang.

KIM ABOARD FOR 
WIGAN TO KOREA

A WOMAN has admitted 
her role in an incident in 
which five police officers 
were doused in petrol.

Janine Justin, 47, armed 
herself with a hammer 
when police attempted to 
arrest a youth after reports 
of a stolen motorbike.

A court was told Justin 
“held the hammer above 
her shoulder” and swore at 
the officers, and a man 
doused them with petrol.

Justin, of Basildon, Essex, 
admitted having an offensive 
weapon in a public place.

Basildon magistrates 
bailed her to be sentenced 
on June 27.

Hammer 
hell cops

THE mother of murdered 
Danielle Jones does not 
want the schoolgirl’s killer 
to be released from prison 
in two years if he does not 
reveal where her body is.

The 15-year-old was last 
seen on June 18, 2001 
when she left her home in 
East Tilbury, Essex, to 
catch the bus to school.

Her uncle, Stuart 
Campbell, was convicted 
of murder in December 
2002 and jailed for life, with 
a minimum of 20 years, but 
her body has never been 
found.

Danielle’s mother Linda 
Jones said she backs 
Helen’s Law, named after 
murdered Helen McCourt, 
which aims to prevent  
parole for killers who  
refuse to reveal the loca-
tion of their victim’s body.

She added: “It is up to 
him (Campbell) really, a 
big part of us thinks we will 
never know.

“But (Helen’s Law) gives 
us a chance, possibly, 
knowing the sort of charac-
ter he is, a big part of me  
realised he wouldn’t, but it 
is like dangling a carrot.

“That’s the one thing that 
still disturbs me quite a bit, 
not knowing where she is. I 
may never know.”

Mum’s
appeal
for girl

MURDERED: Danielle
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A MIRACLE baby 
weighing just 8.6ozs 
is thought to be the 

world’s tiniest surviving 
newborn. She was born 

at 23 weeks in 
December in the US 

city of San Diego. 

THE MIKE WARD INTERVIEW
ALAN TITCHMARSH

NATIONAL 
TREASURE

HOW cool is this? I’m showing 
off my garden to the actual Alan 
Titchmarsh, TV icon and nation-
al treasure.

Well, I say “showing off”. Really I just 
mean “showing”. My garden is a tip. 

What sort of person, I ask him, lets 
them get into this kind of state?

Alan smiles that comforting 
Titchmarsh smile. “A busy one, Mike,” 
he reassures me. “You’re clearly more 
of a wordsmith…”

Now, I should point out we’re not in 
my garden as such. I’m just showing 
Alan a picture of it on my iPad. We’re 
actually chatting at Fenton House in 
London’s Hampstead, a fittingly hand-
some location for what this interview is 
meant to be about. Namely, Secrets Of 
The National Trust, Alan’s Channel 5 
show that’s back soon for another run.

But I couldn’t resist. Come on, if you 
get the chance to meet Alan Titchmarsh 
you’re bound to want to quiz him on 
the thing he’s most famous for, right? 

But anyway, down to business: the 
National Trust. A bunch of old build-
ings, right? Popular with visitors aged 
100-plus?

“It’s not just about houses and gar-
dens,” Alan reminds me. “It’s about the 
people who’ve lived in them, the per-
sonalties, how they lived, the fascinat-

ing stories they tell. My role as presenter 
isn’t to show off my own knowledge. It’s 
to open doors for the viewer, open win-
dows and… open minds, really.”

Alan adds: “Those living in centuries 
past led very different lives from ours.

“That’s what makes it so interesting. It 
enriches our lives to come across peo-
ple who had different thoughts, differ-
ent ways of living. And it points up the 
absurdity of today’s generation apolo-
gising for things that happened 200 
years ago. We weren’t there. We don’t 
know what it was like.”

Even attitudes to slavery, Alan feels, 
should be seen in their historical con-

is what the Trust is all about. It does 
tend to be older people who visit these 
places because they have the time.”

It’s schoolkids who Alan is particu-
larly keen to nurture an interest in the 
great outdoors. 

“I’ve worked a lot with the RHS on 
their school gardening campaign. It’s 
about encouraging kids to connect with 
the soil. 

“They’ll go away in their teens, but as 
soon as people get a house with a bit of 
garden they want to do something.”

So anyway, back to my own backyard 
tip. “OK, what you need to do is to 
measure it up,” says Alan, reaching for a 
pen and paper and sketching a few 
shapes for me. “Draw a little. You could 
do it on the back of a fag packet. 

“You can always change it if it’s not 
right. It’s not set in granite.”

Well, I must say that’s a relief. 
And, er, do I owe Alan a consultancy 

fee for this?
“Yes, of course,” he chuckles. “I gen-

erally charge in guineas.”
● Secrets Of The National Trust 
with Alan Titchmarsh returns to 
Channel 5 tonight at 8pm.
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ALAN’S FAVOURITES

Alan’s  garden tip!

Trust Titch homes in on history
text: “One place we visit in the series is 
Penrhyn Castle where they’d made a lot 
of money in the sugar trade. They had 
about 700 slaves, which is obviously  
appalling to us now. But you have to 
look at the times.”

The National Trust also looks after 
thousands of miles of coastline. “Its 
motto,” Alan points out,  “is ‘For ever, for 
everyone.’ It’s about accessibility. It’s 
OUR National Trust.”

But is its work appreciated by all gen-
erations? “I don’t have a downer on the 
younger generation,” Alan insists. 
“They’re very bright. They’re aware of 
custodianship and stewardship, which 
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■ A STEP UP: 
Alan’s tales 

are fascinating


